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Royal Commission on the Pike River Coal Mine Tragedy

Te Komihana a te Karauna mö te Parekura Ana Waro o te Awa o Pike

UNDER
THE COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ACT 1908
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE PIKE RIVER COAL MINE TRAGEDY

MINUTE NO 12:  SUBMISSIONS HEARING PLAN
27 March 2012
Level 14, Prime Property Tower, 86-90 Lambton Quay, Wellington

P O Box 5846, Lambton Quay, Wellington 6145

Email: pikeriver@royalcommission.govt.nz

Freephone (NZ only) 0800 080 092

Introduction
1.
In minute No 11 the Commission invited participants to file submissions relating to all phases of the inquiry and sought compliance with a number of procedural requirements.  To date 37 submissions have been filed.  Somewhat over one-third of submitters, mainly those who have actively participated in the inquiry hearings, sought leave to speak to their submissions.  The remaining submitters were content to rely upon their written submissions.
2.
Rockwell Automation (New Zealand) Limited has filed evidence in response to the “harmonics scenario” advanced by the Department of Labour expert panel as one possible ignition source of the explosion.  Rockwell did not wish to provide oral evidence in support of its institutional report.  This further evidence, focussed on the characteristics and performance of the variable speed drives installed at the mine, is presently under review and any response to it will be made available on the website in the normal way.

3.
Contrary to the indication in minute No 11, trial director will be available at the April hearings.  Anyone who wishes to use this facility is requested to provide early notice to Ms Basher of their intentions and requirements.
The hearing plan
4.
The Commission is indebted to all those who have provided input by way of submissions into the factual and/or policy aspects of the inquiry, including those new participants who have contributed to the policy questions (and been accorded standing as witness/submitter).  The quality, and depth, of the written submissions ensures that they will provide a valuable resource to the Commission at both the policy evaluation, and report writing, stages. 
5.
The drafting of the submissions, including the detailed references to evidence and documents, means that they are in a form which will enable the Commission to return to them over time.  This emphasises the purpose of the April hearings, which is to provide an opportunity for participants to speak to their submissions and respond to the views of others, where necessary.
6.
The hearing plan reflects this.  The time allowances are based upon the requests of participants (in part), the need for an equitable allocation and the purpose of the hearing.  The speaking order seeks to both accommodate requests, and also group participants by reference to their interests.

7.
Some participants expressed the concern that they may be denied the opportunity to respond to oral submissions of other participants who speak subsequent to them.  The Commission considers that this can be met in two ways.  If time permits, and particularly where a submitter has not used their full time allocation, leave to be heard in reply may be granted.  Alternatively, applications for leave to file a written supplementary reply submission will be entertained, if required. 

8.
The Commission will sit from 9.30am to 5.00pm, daily.  Allowing for the normal breaks, this gives a total sitting time of 6 hours per day.  The hearings will commence on Monday 2 April at 9.30am and will conclude no later than 1pm on Wednesday 4 April.
9.
Copies of the written submissions will be provided to the media sequentially, as individual counsel are about to speak.  Copies of the submissions filed by other participants (who have not been heard at the hearings) will be available upon application.
Produced by
Royal Commission on the Pike River Coal Mine Tragedy
P O Box 5846

Lambton Quay

Wellington 6145
Dated 27 March 2012
	Group
	Counsel/spokesperson
	Time allocation

	NZ Police
	Simon Moore SC
	1 hour

	NZ Mines Rescue Service
	Garth Gallaway
	45 minutes

	Departments of Labour and Conservation

Ministries of Economic Development and for the Environment
	Kristy McDonald QC
	2.5 hours

	McConnell Dowell Constructors Limited
	Grant Nicholson
	30 minutes

	The Coal Association of NZ/Straterra Inc
	Tony King
	30 minutes

	Solid Energy NZ Limited
	Craig Stevens
	1 hour

	NZ Council of Trade Unions
	Ross Wilson
	30 minutes

	NZ Amalgamated Engineering, Printing and Manufacturing Union
	Nigel Hampton QC
	1 hour

	Neville Rockhouse
	James Rapley
	20 minutes

	The Families
	Nicholas Davidson QC
	2.5 hours

	Douglas White
	John Haigh QC
	45 minutes

	Certain Directors, Officers and Managers of Pike River Coal Limited
	Stacey Shortall
	2.5 hours

	
	Total
	13 hrs 50 mins
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